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AP Language and Composition Summer Homework 

 
AP Language and Composition is a course that will increase both your reading and writing skills, 
particularly through reading prose nonfiction and through writing argumentative and persuasive essays 
and rhetorical analyses.  Over the summer, you will be required to keep your reading and writing skills 
sharp by reading a nonfiction text and writing an analysis of it.  Do some research on the books before 
choosing the one you read.  Keep in mind, I have good taste in books, so you will surely be able to find 
something on this list that will interest you; if you don’t, you haven’t looked hard enough.  
 
For your AP Language and Composition summer homework, you will need to complete two assignments: 
 
1. Choose one of the following nonfiction books (that you have not previously read) and read it: 
 
Born a Crime - Trevor Noah 
Bottlemania - Elizabeth Royte 
Columbine - Dave Cullen 
Death’s Acre - William Bass 
Everything Bad Is Good for You - Stephen Johnson 
Fast Food Nation - Eric Schlosser 
Garbage Land - Elizabeth Royte 
Guns, Germs, and Steel - Jared Diamond 
Gun Show Nation - Joan Burbick 
Ha!: The Science of When We Laugh and Why - Scott Weems 
Lies My Teacher Told Me - James Loewen 
Moneyball - Michael Lewis 
Nickel and Dimed - Barbara Ehrenreich 
No Logo - Naomi Klein 
Reading Lolita in Tehran - Azar Nafizi 
Revolution for Dummies - Bassem Youssef 
So You’ve Been Publicly Shamed - Jon Ronson 
The Sociopath Next Door - Martha Stout  
Super Mario - Jeff Ryan 
The Devil’s Highway  - Luis Alberto Urrea 
The Fortune Cookie Chronicles - Jennifer 8 Lee 
The Poisoner’s Handbook - Deborah Blum 
The United States of Arugula - David Kamp 
The Wordy Shipmates - Sarah Vowell 
Unfamiliar Fishes - Sarah Vowell 
We Were Eight Years in Power: An American Tragedy - Ta-Nehisi Coates 



 
**While all these books are readily available online through Amazon or Barnes and Noble, I recommend 
looking at a public library for a free copy, or at one of the many used bookstores in the Denver Area for a 
much cheaper copy. 
 
2. Compose and type a 2 ½ to 3 page essay that analyzes one of the following.  Your essay should be 
typed, in 12 pt. Times New Roman font, and double spaced.  The essay should include quoted, correctly 
cited (in MLA format) evidence from throughout the book (citations just from the first few pages will be 
marked down because I will assume you didn’t read the full book) that supports your analysis of your 
chosen rhetorical element below. 
 
Aside from potential research on the author for choice c, do not use the Internet.  I am interested in your 
thinking and writing, which is the purpose of this exercise.  More to the point, and to save you some time, 
you are unlikely to find the answers to these questions on the Internet anyway.  Just do the work on your 
own. 

a. What Stylistic devices and rhetorical (persuasive) strategies are used in the book? For 
example, does the author use repetition, short sentences, long sentences, metaphor, hyperbole...? 
There are many more.  How do stylistic choices affect tone and meaning? How do stylistic 
choices affect the audience’s reactions?  This Web site contains a strong list of literary devices 
and would be a good place to get a head start on vocabulary for the course: 
https://literary-devices.com/.  

b. What is the author’s Purpose (thesis or main point) for writing the book? What are your clues? 
How does the author support that purpose or thesis? 

c. Who is the intended audience for the book? For whom do you think this book was written? How 
do you know? It might help to conduct research about the author, when the book was written, and 
anything about the specific work, that will inform your idea of who actually read the work. Facts 
bolster your credibility, but make sure you also cite them if they don’t come from the text, and be 
sure to include a Works Cited page (which obviously should include the book in addition to the 
outside sources). 

d. What is the meaning of the book to you. This is where you can (briefly) elaborate about your 
personal reaction to the piece. Connect the meaning to history or literature or science or your life. 
Specific textual evidence is crucial to thoughtful analysis. 

If you have any questions about this assignment, feel free to email me at cheltzel@striveprep.org.  I will 
be periodically checking my email throughout the summer.  
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