
 
 
 

 

 
 

Course: Junior Seminar  
Room: 7 

Teacher: Vanessa Vazquez  
Email:   vvazquez@striveprep.org 

 
General Course Description:  
Junior Seminar is a required college readiness course for all students. Scholars will also prepare for their 
postsecondary aspirations. There will be heavy emphasis on college knowledge and career behaviors and skills. 
Students will write their personal statement, learn key financial aid systems, and explore their life after high 
school.  
Personal Support:  
Recognizing systemic and educational barriers that exist for first generation and students of color, my main 
goal is to empower students and provide a space where they can be and thrive. Having this space allows for 
personal exploration and opportunities for students to truly know their roots, as well as what their lived 
experiences mean. With this awareness, students will feel supported in their educational journey which 
influences their college asspirations. While the class supports some opportunity to process emotions and 
identity development through reflecting and storytelling, the focus will be on developing a college going 
mindset and developing a personal understanding of what college fit truly means for the student. This is the 
foundation that we will be growing from; growth will look different for each student, but having a space to 
do so is what I hope to achieve this year with students.  
Major Course Outcomes: 

 

1. SAT – April 9th, 2020 
2. Resume 
3. Individual Career Academic Plan (ICAP) 
4. College List  
5. Personal Statement   

 
Daily Class Material: Recommended: 

● Computer 
● Junior Seminar Folder  

● Planner 
● Ganas 

● Notebook ● Open mind 
  

  
Google Classroom (classroom.google.com) 
Since each scholar in Junior Seminar will receive a computer from SMART Academy, this course will use 
Google Classroom as its operating system.  Each scholar will receive an invitation through their STRIVE Prep 
Google account. Please make sure you are in the Google Classroom for your period. Scholars will receive 
announcements and assignments through Google Classroom almost every day. Therefore, it is important that 
students check their Google Classroom accounts daily in order to stay informed in the class and up to date with 
assignments. 
 
ICAP Portfolio  



 
 
 

 

All high school students in Colorado are required to complete an Individual Career Academic Plan (ICAP) each 
year. Scholars will develop this ICAP throughout the year and the final portfolio will be a portion of their Junior 
Seminar course grade. By creating an ICAP portfolio, scholars will be able to share this portfolio as a 
professional tool with potential internships, employers, and colleges.  
 
Naviance 
Naviance is a college and career readiness platform used to provide students with college planning and career 
assessment tools. Many of the lessons, including portions of the ICAP, will utilize Naviance. All scholars should 
have experience with Naviance from the previous school year. All scholars should make sure they know how to 
log into their Naviance account by the end of the first school week (January 11, 2019) and contact me for help if 
they cannot. I suggest you bookmark the Naviance website on your computer for quicker access. 
 
Academic Expectations: 

● Students are expected to arrive to class on time.  
● All assignments must be submitted on time.  
●  Most of our work will support students in working towards our school-wide goals of 

95% of seniors graduating and being accepted to a four year college or university.  
● Students will be evaluated on their personal statement, ICAP portfolios, goal setting, and 

ability to meet deadlines.  
● Students will be expected to track progress towards their goals through Google 

Classroom, Naviance, and Milestone Tracker. 
Grading Policy: 

● All assignments are due within the unit. 
● Late work will only be accepted within the unit and automatically be scored 80% or 

below. 
● Anything submitted beyond the unit that it corresponds will not be accepted.  

 
Discussion/Collaboration Expectations 
Junior Seminar is a course designed to prepare each of you for college in a variety of ways. Therefore, 
when there are opportunities for discussion or collaboration, it is imperative that each student is all-in 
and respects the colectivo norms that were created by the class at all times. This includes being 
self-reflective, being open to becoming aware of your identities and privileges, and actively listening to 
your peers. Discussions and collaborations are evaluated for a grade in this course, so it is in each 
student’s best interest to be open, share counter narratives, and make the best of this experience.  
 
Cell Phones: School policy states that cell phones are not allowed to be used in the classroom. Cell 
phones that are seen will be collected and will result in a delta.  
 
Communication and Meeting with Vazquez 



 
 
 

 

While I am your Junior Seminar teacher, I am also your school counselor. My role as your counselor is 
to provide academic, college and career readiness, as well as personal and social support. At a 
minimum, I will meet with each student once per semester. 

● Email: Any time, expect a response within 24 hours 
● Text: 7:00 AM-7:00 PM 
● Meetings: Schedule via email, text, or in person during Junior Seminar 

 
College Trip (March, 2020) 
This year we will be taking our junior class to visit colleges in Colorado and New Mexico to increase 
their exposure, knowledge, and excitement about being college bound. Scholars will also earn the 
ability to learn more about the state of Colorado by seeing National parks and museums. Most of the 
information for this trip will come from Vazquez and Trujillo. However, a few lessons in Junior 
Seminar will be in preparation for the trip, and there will be a reflection assignment following the trip. 
Although it is tempting to view this trip simply as a vacation, it is actually an opportunity to enhance 
your college exposure and explore who you are as young adults. 


